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GENtLEMEN,' 



AB.ni having bccit^ pfopotcd to' be brougHt, »rit^ 
Parliament duri^ig'the prefent Sefficn, \^ith^^ai|i| 
intent to aboHfh the Slave ^Trade, as; bf that naiure^ 
which a particular tlfrfcription pf perfcms, Wit|i' th^ 
greateft adtivity and moft unwearied Zeal, rcprefei>tSt 
not only as unjuft in itlclf^ detrimental to the feelings 
of humanity, and carried on with injuftice and cruelty 
by . the perfohs cQnceraedv but as: impolitic and- of' little 
real advantage to fociety in >gencral-»T-In fupport^jf^hefe 
opinions they have pretended to adduce jfadlsi many of 
which have no authority but what is dependent ontheir 
own vifionary ideas, or which is equally unfupportable, 
haying their origin for the moft part from the wonder-^ 
ful ftpries which failors are always fond of retailing to 
their acquaintances on fhorc. ' 
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: The pcrfbns concerned iil tht propagation .^f thele 
fiftitious tales have had the power to impdfc .on the 
credulity of many unfufpiciOus people, not only a- 
mongft the vulgar, but even in the higher orders of So- 
ciety, particularly thofc whofe employment confifts 
chiefly in the pleafure refulting from the exircife of 
focial duties and the culture of their eftates, and who 
find wore'^ntertainhieiit arifing froin thefe cfrcfj^ftances 
thanFthey-woidd'do from any irttention to^ the 'more 
buftling avocations of life; in thefe perfons the paffions 
are in general appealed to, their humanity becomes con- 
cerned, and they find themfelves Arongly inclined to 
follow its didtates without confulting their reafon, by 
which means they become an eafy prey^to^tb^mcafures of 
bad and defigning Men, not only*' to the prejudice of 
their country, but even of their own interefts : that 
fuch men may not too far impofe on the public, t have 
thrown tpgetfier a.fe^f hints ^n^ this Xubjed iti.gene^l, 

^ w^^^Vj^^ community at large iiiay j^q^^bc deluded int^too 
mafty^c^^ ip^y betlie occ^fiQO. of owfturn* 

i^M ^^Pi&^^^'^ 9^^ comipiCf cp,rpf .w^eningjour 

ii^tipnal ftrfength> and, in conifcquei^qe of this, -of fub- 
J^.^|ng-,us ,td the tyr^ny andoppreflion of our. enemies. 

\ The natural cnemiies of this country ifter having 
fouf)4 it impraftictftble, by long* ^bftinate, and bloody 
y^sLts, to pon<|u;enis by fbrce of^ami^, or to* equal' us 
in faifing refoances for the expences laid out in ourdwn 
^ffence and febefir.annoyance, nave long kndwnth&tthe 
cxtepfiveneferTof our commcr<ie is the inejthauftible 
feurcefrom which we draw that power, independence, 
and happinefs we have fo long enjoyied. • :, ^t 
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- The firft bold »nd politkal attempt,.. HippoFted.^by j%. 
tovf difpQfitented perfon.s in America and our own copn;f 
try, %¥»ii theoccanqn t>f blowing up .tKe flames of TjcbcU 
lion i^ tlie colonies, which ended at,l^ifl. through ;^ their 
}oinlt;aflif^ance in the fep;;ri\tion of thai people f^Q;p t|iQ 
jwrof©<3?iofir of their Mother country :, pis. difmjenj»bpr.a 
meat idemf^d.to them effedb^ally to ^weaken our. power 
and^diminifl) t>nr refpiirces, but, though this p,roJc(5l 
^as ^compkated to their fatisfa<aion,'. aiid the rpin . of 
thouftnds-rthe confcquence, it rather. increafed than di- 
miriiflwi ouir tride. .A fimilar attempt has lately been 
madeirt Holland, to wean its afFedtions entirely Jrom. a 
eottnjtry to. which it ought to be firnaly bound, >from 
the conn e<a;ion in Mercantile affair5 one has with the 
other, if not from that principle of indepehdencen 
vhich being nearly, fimilar in the two Nations^ Venders 
them worthy of each others alliance; but our nafural 
ilrehgth was fo very foon renewed that in i fhort tinie we " 
were enabled to defeat their intentions, arid fave Hol- 
land from flavery anddeftrudtion,. the. ever attendant 
coi^fequcnces of internal divifions amongft the different 
flatesofanation. . 

Some Years ago the French took away a few rcilric- ^ 
tions on their Slave Trade which related to the import 
into the Weft Indies, the effcdt of which has been a 
very great increafe in their commerce to and from their 
Iflands, which appeared particularly during the late I 
War by the great addition they had made to their na- 
val ftrcngth — Their Miniilers \vere fo confcious of the 
many advantages refulting from this fpecies of trade, 
that they weJre hot fitisfied with having only relieved 
them from the forn^^r reftri^ions to which it was fiib-. 

, - * ' jcdt 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 6 ) 

j'cft, but liav© even '^iven a bounty of ten poiitA^ fter^ 
Kn^jfercacllila^^Cr brought by their own (hip** into ^ th^ 
Jfldnd" of St. Domingo, and about haJfthatfatti for eatkr 
of thofe taken to their other Iflands; it wai^ vei^ natu- 
f al^or tho^ who found fuch advanlajgdsfr&fttthe'tratdef. 
td^iife^^cry method to difcourage the purluance^ of i< 
in their cbmpetitors ; as this however could not be tone 
opcnty and b)r fbirce, they have pUffii^d ^' more fui%^ 
plan, thafof fineife, and with the afllftaiice c^ fome of 

' thbfc difaffbftedpeffons to the welfare of their country; 
(who indeed often are fo more from interefted niotives 
than an abfolute enmity to it) at the fame time drawing 
conclufions to their advantage from the fuccefs thcjr had 
in depriving the very unfortunate Americans of our pro- 
tection, they have been as aftive in endeavouring ta 
ruin this fource. of our commerce, from whichj in i 

. great meafuVe, the kingdom derives its prefenj profper- 
ous fituatioa. ' ' ' . ~ . . 

It is evidently' a very difficult matter topurfu^ the 
thread of this clue through all its different turns,' 6c- 
cafioned by the intriguing policy of a neighbouring 
nation and probably from ifome difcontenced or intereft- 
ed people of our own. It is well known howievcr that this 
*^ian fSr the abolition of the flave trade originated firft 
at Philadelphia in America, but there indeed they had 
fonjie plaufible pretenfions toqdk as they did Many of the 
flave.s in that country, after they had deferted from their 
owners, received their freedom either in the Briti(h or 
American jirmies during the late War, and thofe that re- 
mained, from their attachment to their Matters, fcemcd 
td claim a kihd of right to be put> on at leaft as good a 

footing, 
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Jfeoting^ as tjiole who' liad obtained it In tlic aDove 
mentioned manner. Moreover than this, the number of 
V/Kite MAi vfii fo mirch greiater than that of the Blacks 
that there gppeared to be no daiiger of their rebelling 
againll the ftate. The generofity fliown on this occofion ^ 
by a few individuals in America, (for even there it wa» 
by no means general) in giving freedom to their flaves^ 
was an inducement to thofe turbukat fpirits to apply it 
-to the very extenfive flave trade of great Britain^ and 
mot being fatisficd with even this intended fiicrifice have 
pretended to accomplifh it' throughoat Eiirope. But it 
may be fufpedted they aim an heavy blow at the interefts 
©f this Kingdom in the efforts they have fet on foot tor 
delude us into the folly of being the firft to* foUovr their 
cxampk, that they may thereby the fooner and the 
more eafily ^ome in for a fliare of our Weft India Illands.. 
The queftipn refpe<fting the juftice or iajuftice of the* 
trade muft be left to Cafuifts to determine : it may how«- 
ever be remarked that in the facred writings we meet 
with feveral inftanCfes of the flavery under which indi- 
riduals laboured. But, before the opinions of theie per« 
fons prevail altogether, We ought to coniider whether 
the negroes in a well regulated plantation, under thtt 
prote<aion:ofakindMafter„do not enjoy as great, najr 
even greater advantages than when under their own det- 
potic governments, or even than the greater part of oat 
common labourers, our tradefmen, and our manufad:ur-' 
ers ; but even in thefe examples, it will be faid, they hanr 
a free agency, a liberty of their own, nor can I deny it, 
though I may with confidence fay that this liberty: is 
rather a detriment, than an advantage to thetti ; it ii their 
common pradice on the Saturday Night, ^en they 

receive 
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receive their wages, to iit down to drinking^ and not to 
return, in general, to their work, untill nearly half of the 
week is expired, from which period they are obliged to 
labour harder than any flave, under even the moft cruel 
Matter ,• and their diffipation and drunkennefs are again 
renewed to the ruin of their own health, the diftrcfs of 
thqir fiamilies, and the detriment of their Mafters; and 
if labour happens to be at a ftand, they and their families 
are reduced to the greatell defpair, or are obliged to be- 
come burdenfome to the different parifhes where they 
have fettlements. It appears to me and I think muft to 
every unprejudiced mind that flaves, (as they are called) 
under the regulation of a humane and benevolent Man, 
ve in a much preferable ftate to the one abpve mentioned 
ef vice, indigence and mifery — It cannot be doubted 
that, as the paflions of Men are fo very various, the ne- 
' groes in^y fufFer more hardifhips under oneMafter than 
under another, but thefe muft be inconfiderable in their 
diiference, for however the difpofition of one Man may 
differ from another, yet that principle of felf intereft 
which pervades the greateft part of the human fpecies, 
will prevent hini from ufing them in that manner \yhich 
muft evidently be detrimental to himffelf 3 alfo as even 
our Ijws in this civilized country haVe not altogether 
been able to define the difFerent duties of Matters, fer-. 
^«ints and labourers, in order to prevent complaints on 
all fides ; how can vveexpedt to find them more adequate 
in countries where the laws are inaftill more imp ^rfedl 
condition ? I couldr wifh that fome Man, not under the 
prgudices to which human nature is fo liable, but en- 
dued with wifdpoi and fraught with thofe principles of 
philanthropy, as beneficial to foci^ty at large whenat- 
.i\. : " ' ■ '• tended 
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tended to in a proper manner as they are. detrimental to 
it when improperly applied^ would draw up a code of 
laws br the regulation of Mart ers as well as fervarits, by 
which the duties of each might be clearly afccrtained, 
fo ttat.irouftice might not 6xift on «ther fide, or if it 
did, that tjie power.of the civil magiftrate fliould be fuf-^ 
fici^t to punifh* the offender; and that iinlcfs juftiqe 
were^itn partially admipiftered, thq moft meiiial fervant 
or flave fhould hwe it in his power to arraign hisjjudge 
by applying to ^qmc higher tribunal, confifting of fuch 
chara<3;ers on whom neither raiik. nor . fortune could 
have any influenCe-r-If however .this cannot be done 
frorti the impcrlci^: ft^t^. pf .Mortality, let us firft confi- 
der, iff, at the prefpflt^peirjojj, this trade is lawful accord- 
ing to the different /l^te^. pf »ation$over the face of the 
earth ? fecondly whether the negroes better their fitu- 
atioi> or itiaJce it wprft by changing African Mafters for 
thofc in the Weft Iti,dic&;? and thirdly whether or not* 
it is of rufe to fociety ^n general^ and to this country in 
particukr ? :;. i) : 

In order toafcertain tiie-firft of theie queftions wc are 
to confideir all the inhabitants of the. coaft of Africa, 
from the'Streights of Gibraltar to the Cape of Good 
Hop?, .as divided cither into Governments, wholly ar- 
bitrary, ' in which the fole power of the lives and pro- 
perty ^ the fubjed^ is vefted in the Monarch ; or into 
Kingdoms^ where the piuthority of king and people is 
eflablifhtfd by certain fixed laws, to which the power 
of the kii?g, as well as the right of the fubjedt, muft 
be, fubfprvient,5 and each of thefe fubjedts being only* 
ame/i^ble to thofe laws of their country, which have, 
for ages exifted, has a certain number of flaves, over 

B whicli 
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which he hat the fola power of life, liberty, and dif- 
pofal ; or laftly, into petty free ftates, where the fu^ 
preme power is lodged in a certain ttamber of freenien, 
of equal authority; and their dependents or people, liv- 
ing cWithin their particular diftrifts, ate their property, 
and ovcsn which they have an abfolute power <ji <lifpofaI, 
or application, as thtit will may direft, eftabjiflied by 
the particular laws or cuAomis of their country. <[ - ' 
In. tjjiefe three different examplesi, which, w*ith i v^ry 
few exceptions, include almoft all the coaft of Africa, 
every :in<Uvidual government ha3 a right to difpofe of its 
particular property ifwhetherin flavcs-or other articles): 
according to its own laws and cSuftoms ; andj kt me 
afk, has any earthly power a juft Vight ta interfere in 

. the deprivation of their natural privileges, founded on 
^the ufage of their anc^ftors, uf)lef(, indeed, thofelaws^ 
to which every xxther giv^s place^ : to wit, of conqucft 
arc pleaded?. '^^^ : . 

^ As. the African ti therefore, haWifight (froin their 
own kws) to -fell tlicir flaves, and^s, according to that 
cftablifliedvby ailuatious, they ba«t a; bower of difpbfing 
of them to any of the fubjeds of another country; thefe 
as certainly have aright, if notpirohibited by their own 
particular laws, to buy from theW for their feparatc 
ufe. > Aod no man, bom a flave uhder fuch laws^ has 
aity right to abfent himfelf from hi« maftcr's fcrvice 
without his confent, though at the feme time, his ma- 
iler is bound, not only by the kws of nature, but of his 
couixtry^ to fuppiy him with all th^ neceflaries ef life, 
as his na rural right, which WAy^ be ill comprehended 
under the three heads of f(x>d;'tl*thitTg, and<'profc6lfi6rt,^ 
according to the culloni 'of tKe cotitttry in'X^hiidbhe 
',;.••! . i.'/'. ! ■• ' lives. 
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lives. If, however, any king dr his fubjcd has given 
particular laws to his Haves, by which they enjoy par- 
ticular privileges, and, on which account, they are to 
pcrlbrn^ certain fpecific duties, a kind of freedom arifes, 
ai)d, as long, indeed, as they perforin thefc duties, they 
have a good right to enjoy their privileges j but if the 
performance fails on their parts, they forfeit their riglit 
to thefe, and their maftcr*^, on this account, have a 
power to realTume the forfeited privileges, and difpofc 
of them according to the laws and cuftoms of their par- 
ticular countries. So that an African may either dif- 
pdfe of his flsy/es, which are fo according to the cuftom '^ 
of the country, or he n:^ay fell thofe who had forfeited* 
their privileges by negledling their fpecified duties, 
(where the penalty annexed to fuch forfeiture was 
their being fold to fome foreign nation) ; befides this, 
there are many crimes committed by both freemen and 
flaves, for which the prefent eilabliflied cuflom is the 
being fold from their native country. 

Another very great fource of flavery amongft them is, , 
the almoft perpetual war that one nation is urging againft ^^ 
another. Before the Slave Trade originated, it was the 
conftant cuftom to put to death all that were taken in 
war, to prevent them afterwards from giving any trou- 
ble. 1 helefources above-mentioned, are the moil com- 
mon from, which the European nations are fupplied with 
the gfeateft part of their flaves ; we may, however, at 
the IhuQ time, allow for a little friiuggling or thiev- 
i''»g:> when it can be done with impunity, or when, they 
can efcape the laws of their country; nor/hall we be 
much furprifed at this, when^ even in our own, many ' 
people have been known to do. things of a fimilar na- 

B a ture^ 
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ture, and moreover, as the difpofitlons of mankind will, 
Jn general, be found to be every where the fame. . • 
; J. fimilar law to this now eftabliflied in Africa, was, 
in former times, in full force in Great-Britain, the re- 
mams^of which expired fo late as- fixty years ago, or 
thereabouts ; and thefe even were purchafed by fums of 
money, paid to individuals pofleffing thaf right, bythe 
Itate; fo tenacious are our own laws of the rights of 
the property of the fubjed ; and in. former times the 
^^^-T^i" P^°P^«» ®ver this whole ifland, were fold a^sng 
""f"" f ^^^^ *"^ *^^ inhabitants had no power to 
aWent thcmfelves from their new' purcbafer without his 

-^^•u i* ^ ^^^" "°^^' t'^ercfore,- conclude this head, 
with affirming-, from what has been premifed, that every 
nation has an undoubted right to jje governed by its ov/n 
jwrticular laws; that no foreign nation ought todepriye 
the Africans of their natural privileges witlvut their 
confent; that it is fair and juft for theie people to dif- 
jpofeof their flaves, prisoners of war and felons, accord- 
ing to their own eftabliOied laws and cuftomsi that it 
is lawful for any foreign nation to purchafe ffavcs for the 
confideration agreed on by each party, provided that 
nation is not reftrained from fo doing, by fome parti- 
cular law of its ownftate J and, Ixftly, that this right is 
founded onthe great and general law of nations., . 

Let us next proceed to the fecond qneftion : Whether 
doflaves better their fituation or make it worfe, by chang- 
ing their African matters for thofe in the >V^eft Indies ? 
To anfwer this queftion, with thatprecifion I could,wifh, 
would require a more cxtenfive knowledge of the4nter- 
nal police of the coaftbf Africa, . than any ftrangercan 
be well acquainted .with ; but, from ,thc oblervatibn cf 
• " ■ ' .' ' .' thofo- 
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thofe perions who liave fcen the fituatidn of the. (laves, 
living on*or riearthe' Tea coaft, there feem^.to-be a very 
manifeft difference, in the coniparative degree of hap- 
pinefs, in favour of the Slaves in the Weft India iflandi.* 
On every part of this great contiricnf theneceflaries of 
life are very fcantily fupplied, and in confequence* dif- 
tributed with great uncertainty to their flaves ; their fa- 
mily connexions are but few ; the niales feldohi marry, 
but attach themfelves to tHe female accofdiftg to* choice, 
and change their connexion as they think proper; what- 
ever is prbduced from thefe connections is the property 
of the mafter of the female Have, fo that there is feldom ' 
much filial affedion to be feen, except indeed ^to the 
Mother, arid this is but of (hort duration, riot longer 
than the intereft or caprice of the liiafter makes it riecef- 
fary ; and in fome of the more arbitrary kingdoms, as 
that of Dabomyy each child is taken from its mother, as 
foon as (he has iini(hed the office of a nurfe, and con- 
veyed to fome diftant part of the kingdom, from whence 
fhe never hears of it again, and another child is br6ugh^ 
to her in its room : Such is the policy, particularly of 
this immenfe kingdom, that family connexions may 
be prevented; all thofe inhabitants having no parents 
from whom they can r^eceive proteftion are the moft ab- 
jeX ilaves poffiblc, and arc obliged to look up to their 
king as their only protestor and parent. So abfolute, 
indeed, is the Jking of this nation, that if the head of 
^ny individual, however powerful, is required a fingle 
executioner, having the proper infignia of his office 

■ / » . . . ^ ■ ' . ■ : 

* Under this hesd arc incIudiecJ not only die Englifh, -but all Mother . 

European Settlements -in the Weft iiKKies. - / » .:3:^ -^ 
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abput hlmi caq take it off imraediatcly, iti the m^cHI 
cyeh of his domcdics ; though this is not the cafe ia 
cvciy part of Africa^ yet the abfolute power they have 
over mc liyea, liberty, and property of flaves \n very 
^rt^r «ad they are often reduced to the mo ft raiferable 
iqdi^ence from their being deftitute of the common ne« 
ceflaries of life : moreover when age or difeafe invades 
them, their mailers have feldom any iTiciination, and 
often little power to reliewc their diftreffes. 

With a very few exceptions, this is a general account 
ofthe fito,atio;Qf jof the flaves on the coaft of Africa ; let 
usnpw^therefojre coniider them when pufehafed by Eu- 
ropeans and taken on board the veflels— The firft cir- 
cumjftances attended to, are. the entire cleaning of them, 
and fupplying them^ with proper food; their fears are after- 
wards as much as poffible afluaged, and forfome they are 
cojifinedinfuchamanner, that they may beprevented from 
hurting themfelves^ and from railing infuriredfcions in the 
fhip^.rXheir lodging on board is made as comfortable for 
a long fea voyage, as it is poffible for the ingenuity of 
man to efFeA, and.it may be here afierted, upon the beft 
grounds,, that th^ offiqc^rs 4nd men on board are in general 
more incpmrnodcd, than the flaves ; indeed it would be 
impoifible fof the moft orpericnced commander in his 
Majefl:y's navy to^pay; more attention to the accommo- 
dations for tranfporting foldiers by fca todiflFerent parts 
of. the Globe^ than is paid in. this trade to that of the 
flavcs-TThus .every poffible care is taken to. bring them 
in good health and fpirits to the market, where they are 
fold in funrry lots to the planter, whofe particular pro- 
vince it is to clothe them according to the nature of the 
feafon, ,to provide them with proper food^ and as much 

as 
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as pofliblc to footh the fears imprefled on their minds, 
teaching, them at the fame time the modes of Utiii^ in 
the plantation, and they are rarely put to any har^T |[»« 
bdur,^iinrill they have been well ace viftorned to the*rja- 
ture 6f the climate, and manner of life: Thcv arc more- 
over taught how to employ that time, whkjh expojpts 
them from \rorking for their Makers, to wit^ by cpltir 
vscting ihofe parcels of land allotted to'thiem, by which 
they acquire a kind of property of their own,- andribme 
of the more induftrious, even a greater than they havte 
occafion for-|- The produce, they obtain in this maiin'er,. 
is either fold at a neighbouring market, or if the ra^^^tf 
requires it, he has the preference, though he muft pay • 
the fame price it could have been fold for to any 0wt 
perfon. And neither the planter nor his agents can clainji 
^ny right to the property thus obtiined by the *flaves4uN 
ing their extra hours. Family connexions are alfo 
much encouraged among them and the different p|anta« 
tions of Haves are always fupplied at the expcnce of their 

t In jthofc Iflands belangiJig to the FitEijrcH, the Negroes exi|OV i 

much greater ihare of traftquiTlity than they do in our^wn, ^Ut WS 
nvay be oWing-in a great meafure to the number of holidays aitdm'COTi- 
r«quent ctflktioii from iMrk on thofe dSiys^ which are pr^fcribed by . 
the Roman Catholic religion j and inched in tl^is place w^ may rc^sU'M 
that if proper attention was to be paid to this latter article in our iflaiidt 
the hiTppinefs refulting from it would j)ot be IrifeHor to that .enjoyed 
by the Negroet in the other Europeam Settlements ; but we <}«n«^ 
liot, hwever, cxpeA to find.it difFuffd amongst th^ fewer prjlci* cVdto 
community, when the principals themfelves do not fef ,0^ example.*^ 
1 have heard' it aflerted, that in Dominica the Churcli creacd there was 
altered int<> art Aflembly-Room y and in thcitfahd o^ 'Jkmatca^ av welE 
as the /ormer,, the Clergymen^ ia general^^were tbe ttttift repmbac^ 
aiiiongll the iahiibiunts. . •. ..• : ,.-., ' ,. .//,.. 

. . diifefrent 

... . . • . . - . ^ . . , ^ ^ ,{ K - f 
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^(difll^i'ciit /matters^ with all the neccflarles of' life, as 
" dothes/ 1[(^gin^^^ food 5cc. The circumftances above 
'mentioned "w^ all impartiar men 

*^didt md'ni^'gFd^^^^ are in a 

'much pefter fiiu^tion and enjoy more rational liberty, 
thAlti wheft' 'tncy[ ^Vere in their own country and under 
^th^r foi'iher maft^ or eyen than^mpft of our tommon 
J>eo^le,'j^^ fowell reftrained 

lii^itnin ^^^ 

; "'.ThepUEiifiimentS inflidfed, by the planters or their 
bverfeers^ on xht flaves in 'the Well Indies, Have been 
j^y'inuth^ppniplaine of by the opponents of the. Slave 
T!r^e, ahd'they haye reprefented them as "both cruel and 
lOJppVeflive. I fliall now thercfdrq examine thefe punifh- 
iaijeHts, and compare th^^^ thofe inflicted on our 

bwh people, for finiilar crimes, , that the difinterefted 
may form i proper jiidg^^ them, when coatrafted. 

I^mdll pafs'oVer the piinifhments inlflidtcd by the laws 
of the different ftates for crimes, becaufe the proceed- 
ffig;iar6 nearly the. fame a^ thofe praftifed in our pwa 
cidiij^cls^.inil'fliall^ talf? /notice of thofe .punifh- 

. ii«ei>Vs . infji€ied by/ the planters. : w their agents^ - 

When a flave is guilty of ftealing, Sbfenting himfelf from 
{[iff matters" jferyiqe, ^ fome pther niiflcaieanours of 
ii^S'^iifripartz^^^ but which 'however may have a 

tortidcBcy to>m5u« the general good order of the particu- 
hT^lantatidrt^ot 6f kny of the neighbouring eftates, the 
^ujii^^m^ always^ fevere whipping accord- 

iftgitoitht jMQilniljf/Qf the ^rira^ committed, and this is 
always determined by the perfpns who manage the eftate ^ 
J. ^c^TOOt however exceed a certain number of ftripes 
to" wit thirty-nine) laid on by a kind of whip, which 

are 
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are both affixed by law. I makc.no doubt but many of 
my readers wili'look upon this as a very fevers! punifh- 
ment, and I wiU agree with them that it is not only fo, 
but very painful during the tinie it lafts, though,.at the 
ikme time muft affirm, that it has^ for the moft part, 
very faiutary effedts on the delinquent, fo thatwery few 
will repeat the tranfgreffion. And, indeed, ittnay be 
aflferted, thattherfe are many jnofe crimes committed by 
people of the. lower clafs in this country, than there are 
oy an equal number of flaves in a well regulated plan- 
tation.; The immediate application of the puni/hment^ 
after the crime has. Been committed, and the certainty 
of its being pat in execution, deter much more from the 
coihmiffionrof crimes than the tedious procefles obferved 
in our courts of juftice, which muft be gone through 
before the delinquent receives his punrlhment. For 
even fmall offences:, there is often a long confinement, 
the trial then comes. on; the acquittal or con viftion fol- 
lowfe/ and a certain time dapfes before the execution, 
particularly of the latter, takes place > and, if tranfpor- 
tatioii for a auinber of years, or a further imprifon- 
racnt is the puriifhment to be inflidted, they frequently 
finifh their career by a.mifer^ble death, or, if they fuir- 
vive the expiration of the time allotted, are frequently 
returned to fociety much woirfe members of it than they 
left it ; but thi5, indeed, is a general obfervation— It 
might, therefore,' in thefe inftances, be better if the 
pra<ftice amongft the planters was rather to be. followed 
than railed at by our own countrymen.-— And, I think, 
there will be very fe^^O- perfons found who will fay that 
a fevere corporal punifhment, as infiifted on the flaves 
in the Weft Indies, is by any means fo crud, as the long 

C confinement- 
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eonfincnierits, which often occur in>o©rpfr£br^, wher^" tftc 
perfon^ in fuch afituation are fubjeft to all theinconvcni-^ 
encesarifing from filth^hungcr, dife^fe/and evferyXpsdcs 
of vice* Indeed we fiiid^ky dreadful c^rptrience, that o^tii; 
prcfent raodciof punifliing petty, crimes has grratly oov-^ 
rupted thi2 general bulk. of ^e com nion people, andia^ 
creafed: the nomber of capltat deHtiqaccits, as the public 
executiQria.annuaHy^teftify, and. which rhi^ht probablj? 
have fatten, in many inftancea, prevented,, had an im- 
mediafeind pretty feirerc corporal ptmiihm^nt been ap4 
plied after tbe coramiffiori of thfi : firft crimci. . Eat wc 
have other cruelties exercifed m- tttis cotmtry, which,, 
were they to have occtirred.'iii.aay other,, vvoald have 
met with their proper di^grec: of" oppdfition,. as being; 
contrary to every diktats of humanity ':r-^Such is thc^ 
ftate of fome perfons^^;w<ho,^ haYiiig:.frcih. misfortune,. , 
notwithftandiiTg^ their in du ftry anadcare^ been indebted 
in a trifling fu«p, to particHlaciiwo^ andiu- being, tmable 
^o pay without fome little i'ndtilgehce,.HBnd them lei ves. 
at the mercy of an obdurate creditor^, and who is often? 
^ more particularly fo,whep the perltjia, thus indebted ta 
him,, happens, by his proper bufinel^y tO: ftand fome- 
what im tJie way of his intcreft,j^he.thcn thinks if he 
can lay him in prifon, and put hi$ cruelty undfer acloakr* 
by defaming his chara<3>er; andtiiiereby giving it the 
name of juftice to confine him, he will be better able to. 
fiiccecd in his own particular views, and will leave the 
poor wretch (on whofe freedcmi ptdbably a whole fa^- 
wily is dependent, even for bread) to pine awiy his days* 
in mifery and a fcanty allowance, uhtill fome benevo- 
lent adk of infolvency rcleafes him from the griping;, 
hand? of his adverfaryj and at the fanae jime the frau- 
• :...' ., . '' ' daleAfe 
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:djilent debtor is often, after a very fhort confinement^ 
liberated, becaufe his charadler will, for the moft part, 
<ieter peppier from emplojm^ him, and of couric, no 
ilian wili have reafon to envT^ his htuation. 

A cafe, in point occurs to my remembrance, which^ 
,as.a proof of. the above, I ihall briefly relate: — A per- 
fon, vjho fofmcrly v/as fteward to a young gentleman 
in the vicimty of Manchefter, being placed in that fta- 
tion by the executors and guardians, naniedin his Father's 
will during his minority, h^d to fettle the accounts for 
the rents, and oth« bufmeis, relative ther^eto, with a 
tradefman in the neighbourhood,' who was likewifc 
meatioaed as a truftee for the yoynger branches of the 
family. This perfon adked as a fteward for nine years; 
during the latter part of the time, he found himfelfem- 
barraffcd in his accounts, which,, to hirh, feemed to arife 
from irregular payment of frerits^* and confufed fettle- 
pients. with the trullee, 'deputed by the guardians.—^ — 
The fteward frequently told him, that there muft be 
ibme miftake in the fettlements, -as he found a defici- 
ency in his accounts ; curfory ejcaminations were taken, 
but to no purpofe, the truftee perfifting that no ferror 
was or could be. When he complained to the execu- 
tors, the anfwer was, it was impoffibiethe truftee could 
err. This difagreeable predicament which the fteward 
found hirnfelf in, was the cauie qf lownefs of fpirits and 
.bad health j he examined .his own accounts as minutely 
as it was poflihje, by his vouchers, &c.; at laft a final fet- 
tkment vvas refolved upon; private meetings were held 
between the executors and ^the^^truftee, at which the 
fteward was never adm^itted ^ . he was afterwards, hovs^- 
.•cy^^ called repeatedly befor^e one or' both of them, and 
^ C 2 ' ' " * requefted 
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r^queftpd to an Aver fuch queftions as they thought proper 
toxnake -, the day of fettlemeat arrived, the fteward being 
ordered to produce all his books, vouchers, &c. witn 
which he complied, fiilly expecting however, thetruftee 
would have been piefent; thi*? was not the cafe, he had 
had his audience prhatefy, and was mounting his horfe 
at the time the fte'ward was called before the executors. 
After fome time fpent in confufed queftions and anfwers, 
he was ordered. to je^ve his books, vouchers, 6cc. and 
jf they wanted him agaih, they would give him notice. 
At this interview^ as 'well a?s pn all former occaiadns, 
the ileward requeftcd that his accounts, with thofe of 
the truftee, .might undergo a thorough examination by 
two indifferent perfortfJ, and if, oh a due infpe<^ibn, the 
balance was ftilt ^gaiitft him, ' he -was willing to make 
any proper conceffioh and recompchcc; this the execu- 
tors pofitively refufed, and he was difcharged without 
Jiaviiig any books, accounts, or vouchers in his poffeffi- 
on, or any other article which migjht lead him to difco- 
ver if any errors had been made. Soon after this period, 
he v^as leized with an epidemical diforder, which then 
prevailed, and was fcvtil weeks confined by it, for the 
moft part to his room and bed,, even to the day of his 
being arrefted (which took place without any previous 
notice) and ferit to gaol, in a flate of health Ihocking 
to humanity, where he has remained ever fince. About 
live 'years after this time, his fon, unknown' to his pa- 
rents, fenta note to theyoung gentleman, requeftingad 
interview with refpedt to his father's long confinement, 
his requeft was complied with, and he waited on the 
gentleman at his oWn houfe;^on canvafling the affair, 
Ke to|4 |iim he had no defire to keep his father in con- 
finement. 
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finemeiit, but was told there were papers belonging to 
him in his pofleflion, which muft firft be delivered upo 
During this converllition the truftee, who ftill feems to 
have great influence over the young gentleman's con- 
duft, came (abruptly) into the room, enquired what 
bulinefs he had in that houfe, told him his father was 
a raical, took him by the collar, (haked him, and ftruck 
him feveral times with a fmall cane, telling him, more- 
over, that he would lend him abroad. 

The treatment the truftee gave the young man, in the 
preiertce of this young gentleman, and in his own houfe, 
(which, even in the moft barbarous countries, would 
have been a fandtuary to him) together with the threa- 
tenings afterwards given, and the infults he was ex~ 
poled to, got to his mother's ears, who foon fell a fa- 
criiice to the grief they produced, together with the 
knowledge of her hulhand's precarious ftate of health. 

From the appearance t)f this unfortunate man's fitua- 
tion, it feems as if he was doomed to end his days in 
gaol, partly from the credulity of the executors, who 
had put unlimited confidence in this truftee, and who, 
probably, did not take the trouble to look properly into 
the accounts themfelves, but chiefly from the levity of 
youth, or indolence of difpofition in the young gentle- 
man tO' examine his own affairs, (for I will not fuppofe 
that in fo young a mind cruelty and oppreffion would 
be the leading charadleriftics) or that he has by fome 
means or other got into a ftate oi Jlavery under this 
tyrannical tradefman, and is, on this account* obliged to 
give up his authority in his own houfe, and allow him 
to exercife his malicious cruelty even in theprcfencie of 
its mafter .who either dare not or would not protect' a 
ftjanger. ,The 
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The gf eateft criminal that ever ^yas arrai^aed at ' the 
bar is not pafled fentence on, untill he has a canditi 'trial 
before an indifferent fet of m-en chofen as a jury, to give 
their verdid: ; but this man is imprifoned withouit apror 
per inveftigation orproof of the charge alledged, except 
what appears from the face of an account, probably very 
crronious ; was dragged to gaol where he has-continued 
near fix years, and is at prefent obliged to renaainthere, 
without being fufFered to write a line to them on his 
own behalf, as he was informed his letters woiijd for the 
future be returned unopened; thefecircuraftances arc 
trifling in comparifon to. the fcandalous orders giveti, 
by a perfon employed in the affair, to the late gaoler ; 
but, as I am furc they would too; muchihock the hu- 
.nianity of my reader, fliall riot at prefent relate them. 

I have mentioned this cafe, to (hew that men may be 
. very adive in redrefling an imaginary evil, the true na- 
ture of which they but little underftand, while they are 
pradifing tfee grcateft oppreflion and tyranny ^thQixie--^ 
Two of the perfons concerned in the above affair,. Hand 
,in the lift-of fubfcribers for the abolition. of /the Slave 
, Trade; yet it is impofiible that any degree of ilayery can 
^be fo dreadful to the minds of men, at leafl in itsxoofe- 
.ijuenccs, than the example of this kind :of debtors, 
but as a common cafe, and in fome inftaiices, a lawful 
one, it fits eafy on the confcience. J. faall concludai. this 
head, with obferving that tho\igh4)iride, vanity and am- 
,bition are generally cpmpanions to^ riches, yet wifdom 
is rarely joined to the traip, and only opens her (lores 
to thofe who with diligent attention and indi»flry court 
• her favours ; and though the different membiei!$;«of the fo- 
. cicties formed in London and fome other places^ m^y 
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have filffidloit knowledge to mditagc tbeir private affaJr^^ 
yet >f I cannot fuppofc any one of them, no not even 
the whole pijt together,. endowed with fufficient know- 
ledge and experience, to govern properly this little nati- 
on, to rat^ke every nian enjay asnuich liberty as his fta- 
tion in life will allow of, and to reftrain him efFeftually 
from coitomittirig any offence that may be hurtful to the 
community at large,* how then can I imagine then> . 
eq^aal to prefcribe laws- of reformation to the different 
ttations in Europe, to extend them to the immenfe re- 
gion$ of Africa, and to carry it acrofs the ocean, to the 
extenfive trails of America : no ftatefman or number of 
iiate£men has eVer beea adequate t& facfr a tofk, and 
though there have becn^ many wife and great men, irk 
different ages^ yet they have never beert^able taeftablifh 
a perfcft government on the ftsice of the earth, in any 
kingdornor ftate; aad indeed, from the various changes 
which have happened in the different Hates ia former 
ages, providenqe for fome wife.purpofe feems. to haver 
€>rdained that, the wonks^of maamufl aever arrive aft 
perfefticn in this lifci 

What appears to me to be the only way of effefting 
a general reformation, is for every individual to be as vir- 
tuous as he can,, and by his example. to encourage it ia 
others to the utmoft of his power, not to practice tyran- 
ny and opprejdion himfelf, and to prevent it as muchaa 
poffible in others*; if this was to be the cafe, the poor 
a$ well as the rich. Haves as well as freeilien^ would enjoy 
as much folid happinefs as is within the grafp of man^ 



I come 
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. I come now to the third and lafthead; whe:ther,or 
not is this tradeof ufe to fociety in general, and to this; 
country in particular? in confidering the firft p^rt of this 
queflion I fhall lay it dpwn^ as a general maxim, that 
the commerce of ewry nation y by changing thd ^fdduce of 
the labour of it s^ particular people y which they ^^hiriifehes 
have in too great a quantity^ for thofe articles^ hxybeth^r of 
luxury or convenience y they may Jiand in need of ' is of mu- 
tual advantage to each other, and that thefpecific wants of 
bothy will by this means be relieved — Let Us n6w therefore' 
contraft with bne another, the inhabitants of two par- 
ticular quarters^ of the Glob6, to wit, Europe aiid Af- 
rica — Tne people of the fifft abound in the pfofcitice of 
labour arifirlg from the knowledge of the Ufeful arts 
and of mafiufadtuf es, but which is in too great a quan- ' 
. tity for their «)wn confumption — Thofe of the lattet- 
born in a hot, fultry climate, but ih a luxuriant foil, in- 
dolent and little inclined to labour or irrduftry, and al- 
moft infant of every convenience of life^,^ but what in- 
dulgent natiif* of her own accord ,fupplies..th^m with, 
at the fame time being fubje"<5t to fuch a'ti increafe of po- 
pulation, that it is impoflible for the uncultivated na- 
ture of the foil to rnaintam them— They have indeed 
fome natural produftions, with which a great quatity of 
European goods may be purchafed, but not in any pro- 
portion to their wants — The Europeain nations on the o- 
ther hand, are in poffeffion of the greateft part of Ame- 
rica, a Country rich and fruitful in its foil, but very thin- 
ly inhabited, and moreover than this fa unfavourable ta 
European conftitutions that it cannot by them be pro- 
perly cultivated 5 though at^the fame time of no detri- 
ment to thofe of the Africans, to labour in aiid pfa<a:ice 

every 
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every kind of indaftry, with a greater degree of enjoy- 
ment to themfelves, than they had ever poffeft in their 
former coimtry. 

The Europeans lent out. the produftofthe labour, 
jof their artifts and imnufadturers to purchafe fuch goods 
as the natural productions of the country afforded, but a8 
thcfc were not in fufficient quantity to anfwer the de- 
mands of the Africans upon the Europeans, they were 
fupplicdwiththem inlieu of thofe Haves Ac Africans 
wimcd to difpofeof, and which the Europeans were in 
want of, to cultivate their foreign eftates, to which em- 
ployment their own conflitutions were not equal. 

As, however, the Africans had many people guilty 
of crimes, who were always put to death, they found 
it would be more for their intereH to fell them ta fo- 
reigners, than to deftroy them; this pradice was foon af- 
terwards followed with the prifoners taken in war, who 
had always been, from the univerfal cuftom of ages, 
put to death, and which as cffedually drained their 
country from thofe thev wanted to be deprived of, as if 
they had fallen by the nands of the executioner. The 
flaves obtained in this nianner, were tranfported to the 
new countries in poflefiion of the Europeans, and were 
employed in the culture of the land, from whofe induf- 
try, joined with their dirediions, thev found new fources 
of commerce open to their view, wnich would not only 
fttpply them with wealth, and in confequence all the lux-- 
uries of life, bu t* would fpread them through every na- 
tion of Europe, and which would be even extended to 
thofe who had no knowledge of Africa or America, but 
by name, upon finding the fuperfluous produft of their 
labour, fupply them, with not only the neceflaries, but 
...'-..■ D ../.even 
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cvfeft the* more refined enjoyments of life. In confcqttencc 
of this expanfion of commcrc ■ , the different nations be^. 
gan to' refine tlieir favage naturts, tod enter into the mild 
modes of foeiai life; the faculties of the minds of men 
hcgm tpf enlarge themfdves, from this intercourfe with 
different nations, andahiore genera! bencvalencc and love 
of fpjQietyfpread throughQut the whole. The Europeans^, 
throw^gh^jtte mcdiurti of Africa^ found a market for moft 
kiifi(i9«of mox^handife^ and as the demand increafed, new 
fojir<:e& of commerce iprung utp inevery country; the de- 
farts, thtr farmer rcforts of wild beafts, became ifthabited 
by tned^ the long neglciSted foil, rejoiced in the labours 
of the bjufbandman, aad repaid him manyfold for his in-- 
duftrv.j;^ the artift and.manufadturer found out new ma- 
feriah to excrcife their ingenuity upon ; cities and towns 
fp.rwig u.p iii places oafcnowri fay. name, even to former 
^g^s;,^0«Kimerce fprcad herhcnign iafiiiencethrougheve- 
r rank of the people; and the conveniences, and even en-* 
joynri^c^^sj^fjife tvere brought within A^ 
incjuftn.eus man. Africajpartooklalfbrof the Kappinefs of 
f ftrep^> anjdfliaarcd in bet ufef ul rmpboVeiiicnts^ fhe found: 
fe?r ,}qiBig^:negl«£ted riatufarprbduixio to be of ufe, and 
that tfeey could pfocure her a fuppVy^ of fome of tlwfc 
Vulttable.conHnodit c&Jh^ waintcd^ iheiaand:, moreover^ 
thftt . her. delinquent fons whom Ihe had been murdering; 
Jfej^ja^jjkaft. might be. of fcrttice in rendering her theAe^ 
;c«ffariesjo£lifc ; aad thticeven hdr flavfes, her criminals, 
8*d i^r prifcgacrs of vfear^ faimd more liberty, fafe ty, and 
fyrOtpiaioniii ^foreign country than theyhad ever expe- 
ttdhced in t cir own. iFrom this general *iew of the A- 
iric^n commerce an^ the. good effe^s ithfi^sprodaced-to 
"^rriwL inhabitants not only of Europe^ but evenof-Africi- 
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And America; and the various foorces it has opened for 
procuring wealth to fockty in general. Let us proceed to 
confider of what particular benefit it is of to Great Britain 
and. Ireland, and what would be theconfequenceof its 
abolition.— in LherpQolp\ am credibly informed, there | 
flre at prefent one hundred and twenty ihips employed in / 
this trade; their value, when fit for fea, amounts to about 
240,0001. ; eighty of thefe or up\vards, for the moft part, 
fiiil annually, and the expences for artificers bills, &;c, 
will be nearly ioo,oool. the greateft part of whicrh funi 
is hid out for timber, fails, ropes, ironand copper articles, 
and Workmen's wages j let us fuppofe that alljthe other 
fea port towns in the kingdom, when put together, have 
half as many (hips in this trade as ther ar^ in Liverpool, 
the cxpence throughput the whole will then be above 
360,0001. in the value of ftiips fit for iea, and i50,oooL 
lor yearly repairs, all of which money fettles in the trad- 
ing and ultimately in the landed intereft of this coui>try. 
The (laves p\^chafed by Liverpool (hips anpually, ave-^ I 
rag/c ^7,000^ and alloNving hair that nupiberj for the rp-» 
xnaindi^r of the (hips in this trade thro^^ghout tke king- 
dom, the whole purchafed will be. 40,590; each of thef? 
will coft in Africa .1 81. fterling on an average, fo that the 
whole value of the gopfls fent but from this fcingdoo^ tQ 
purchafe 40,500 flaves^ will amount to 737,090!. yrc^^iay 
however deducSt from this fumrabqut oner^fth paft for 
£a(t India goods, beads, cowries,. foreign bar iron^ tpbap- 
CO, rum, (but even mod of thefe. are purchafed by Briti/h 
manufactures) fo that the ren^ainder vyilj be abou^ 
589,6001. laid out immediately ii^^Britiih n^ainufa^fti^res* 
Out of the 4,0,500 (laves one-eighth Pfirt is geperally lo(l 
to the merchants, by death, the remaining 351438 for the 
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mofi part will produce, clear of commiffion and the pri-^ 
vikgcs of the officers (at the rate of 2 81. per head) 
992»264l. which is returned to Great Britain, in Weft 
Indian produce. About one-eighth part of thefe Haves is 
fold to Britjfh iflands, the remaining fcven-eighth^ to 
the French and vSpaniards, from all which a great profit 
refults to the merchants ; but we. arc then to dqdud: the 
outfits of the ftiips, the infurance, feamcns' wages, the 
decay of property, &c. yet we may confider the whole 
as fettling ultimately in this nation ; and we may add to 
the above, the privileges of the officers in Liverpool, 
amounting to about 50,000! and 25,000!. for the other 
ports, both which being added to the fum returned to thq 
merchants,' will amoqnt to 1,067,264!. and if we add 
ioo,oool. for the repairs of 80 fliips at Liverpool, and 
50,0001. atthcotherports,thewhoiewilIbe 1,217,2641. 
This is ais nearly, as it can be calculated, theannual amoun t 
of the money prcdijced by the trade carried on froni 
Great Britain to Africa, confidered limply as one exifting 
of itfelf J but if we attend to it with reeard to this king- 
dom in particular, as we have done with refpedt to com- 
merce in general throughout Europe, we ffiall fi;id it of 
^he grcateft confequ^nce to its general welfare, and that 
it is the coiincdihg medium of our cxtenfive commerce 
as well abrbad as" over Europe, iand that if it were to be 
taken out of the chainof which it com pofcs fo confider- 
able a link, ainioft every ftaplc manufadure would fall 
to the ground, and, as our prefent importance depends 
entirely upon tberexiftence of our manufaftures, from 
the abolition of this trade, it would entirely fade away, 
and be only kiiown' to future ages by the page of hiftory • 
Every improvetntot in our W?ft India iflands muit of 
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courfe ccafe, and even thofc parts that arc now cultivated 
muft foon want people to keep them in their prefcnt fi- 
tuation; the natural confequences 6f which will be adi- 
minution m the produce of the lands; the exports bfour 
manufaftures which are fent to the Weft Indiesr, as coarfc 
linens, woollens, cottons, iron-mongery, and various 
other articles which are made ufe of by both Whites and 
Blacks, would be diminiftied in value, and the demand 
for the produce of our fisheries abroad, that great fource ;S^ 
of naval ftrength would be greatly leiTened, for neither 
Newfoundland nor Nova Scotia would be able, in a very 
few years, to fupport themfclves, on account of the de- 
creafe in the Weft India markets ; our herring alfo and 
ether fifticrics at home would gradually decline, and in 
a fhort time the export of them would be at an end/ 
even tHecoafting trade, which is natural td the kingdom 
will fail, as there will be not only a deficiency of the 
proper goods for fupplying it, but even an inability irf 
the perfons receiving them for the payment ; the Baltic- 
trade;- which depends chiefly on the ftate of papulation; 
and the irtcreafe of conlmefce muft fall alone with the 
reft; and, as We niuft he deprived of every lupcrfluous 
article; the wiiole lifKery muft be given up, for neither 
can pai'ticular corporations* afford to trim the lamps of 
the ^town* with oil, -nor^an-'Thanufadurers, whofe tradd 
is 'evidently decreafihg^'mkke ufeof it in^ their ulual 
quantity,. and» indeed, every other fourccof our induftry 
and opulence would dwindle away, 
•^ Let us now ther*efore for a few momeats fuppofe that 
the abolition of -the Slave^rade had taken place twenty 
year S'ago j the confequence woUld^he that all 'the pteient j 
workinir fl^ves-' would ^ithfc^- b«-dead Of paft labour, for 
^ ." as ; 
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45 it 1$ entirely contrary to thcnat\ire of population, t6 
imagine that the waft« of the people would befupplied 
by a new race — as the propagation of the inhabitants of 
large- towns in England is bynomean^ equal to keep up 
the ufual number without having recoi».rfe toxhe country 
it will be evident that the more unfavourable climate of 
ihe Weft Indies can never produce a Sufficiency for the 
renewal df the people; of courfeat the cxpiratipn of the 
time mentioned, the lands will be almoft uncultivated 
Drom the ppwcr of the few inhabitants that remain, not 
being equal to the prevention of that luxuriance of foil 
iroro producing weeds, trees, 6pc- fo that in a (hort time 
the ifland« would be covered with impenetrable woods. 
; Ships will be unneceffary, fts there will neither be goods 
to export or import; our carpenters^ tradefinen, manu- 
- iadurers and labourers dppendent pn them wil] have no 
employ may indeed, it will ft ill go farther, for as money 
imuft.increa& in value, at leaft, to us, from not having 
oxeahs to obtain it, we fliall be in want probably of the 
P(ece0^rie$, aud certainly of the conveniences of life-«^ 
Every acre of land in the kingdon> mvftflecr^fp^n v^lfiCf 
the rent pf^every houfe.v^rijl harijly pay fpr. its repairs^ 
•nd even the livings in the chuj-ch muft be Jre4nc^ tO: 
their former ftat.ement in the King's books -r-povcra-, 
meat fecuritipss will not be dkepmo^ of v:alup» £or, as 
<:o£Cunerce . leaves «s, it wjll be impofTxble to pay thQ 
taxca as before, thatjhe intereft of money n^ty be fup- 
plied — Thus I have laid before you for your attentive 
cc^iidieration, a few of the confcquence^^hat snjaft natu- 
rally follp^y the abolition of the Slave Trade ; and tha<; 
lhi« will ^ :the caf?, if f^ch ^n event ever happens, may 
in fomejmc&ifure be rencief^d more confpicuous from thtf 
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effcAs prpdtfccd by the prohibition of trader from t&o 
united ftates of America to oar iflandsy by which di0 
inhabitants of the farmer have loft a great part of thcirr^ 
traffick^-^Froni the proofs I have ak^dy adduced, it 
will bercvident that the African trade has been of greaC 
advantage to (bciety in general) add to this country im 
particular; th^t it is the connecting medium of all the 
foreign trade of Europe, which, if taken aWay, would 
unhinge the wHole, and that it has been the gfeateAr 
iburoe of improvement iii all our European arts^ and<mai** 
nufa&ares; moreover than this, thatit has iaved mmY^ 
hundred thoulands of lives in Athericai which- wotlld ow 
thcrwife have fallen- by the hands of the executioner^ and 
that thofe who:: have only changed their maften, hav0 
been better pmtedlied^ and have enjoyed more freedom; 
and greater haipqpinefs than before-^I have d£^ proved 
that thecries crifnhumanity andcruelty urged againft thcr 
planters or the overfeers of the ILiyes have in general but^ 
littlefoundationin truths and that in the W^ Indies^ 
they are in genieral m w^dln^gnkted^ and enjoy as iiiuch» 
rational liberty and happbiefs, as the common people iif 
this country ^ that ihc.pttnifturbents inflidted on then* 
for fmall crimes are much lefs fevere and at the fame 
time more effedkual than thofe of the fame enormity a- 
mongftour own countrymen j that the Africans have z 
juft right to difpofe of tneirflaves, as their own property^ 
according to the general law of nations; and I have 
likewife pointed out its connexion with almoft every 
branch of commerce throughout Great Britain and Ire- 
land ; and that the abolition of it would overturn our i 
refources as a trading nation, and entirely ruin our na- 
val powers, which form a bulwark to the whole. 
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"' I do not however pretend to fay that the government 
ef ilaves in the Weft Indies is a perfeVSl one; but oh 
the contrary that very wife regulation* tod great im-- 
provements, for the benefit of both tnafters aftd flaves,. 
Slight be thought of and put in execution; and dfo for 
ijbat of Merchants, as well as mafters of veflels in order 
that the trade might be conducted with more advantage 
.and lefs delay on the coaft of Africa ; and provided fdme 
men of ,extenf»ve wifdpm and prai^ical information, 
Verp to undertakea performance of this kind, we might 
all probably find the benefit refulting from it, but I am 
ttraidw.emuft not. look for thefe improvements amongft 
the :prefentfubfcribefs for dts abolition, for they fecm 
determined by. ciidieavouring to prevent a fewdelin'qiient 
flayes fromhitviftg a fevere whipping, to murder Qne 
hundred thou£imds*'or rtiore ajmuallyf and under pre- 
tence; of ^ving a few lailors from the danger of difeafes 
to w.hich they aje fubjedl in warm ciim^tes, but which 
indeed does not appear to be greater in this, than in any 
other trade» infimilar circumftances, they ^ould fen- 
4aager the exiftehce of the maritine power of this na- 
tig^, overt;urn^llptfr;pubJic )ftfou<ce«, and fuin the 
kingdom by an ^niyerfal Baftfcrttptcjy, iV/ 
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